
February Newsletter
~ Music ~

Pre-K

In Pre-K we will continue to do fun winter activities and games that allow our friends to pose as snowmen
and learn about hibernating animals. We will also be incorporating activities in the form of books and/or
videos related to Black History Month.

Kindergarten, 1st Grade

In Kindergarten and 1st grade we are doing a mini-unit on forte and piano, or loud and soft in music.
This unit is being combined with an exploration of pitch and melody, learning the notes sol and mi and
practicing singing high and low notes and recognizing these in a song. In addition to this unit, we will be
exploring music-based books and activities about jazz concerts and safe houses during slavery, in honor
of Black History Month.

2nd, 4th

In second and fourth grade we will continue with an in-depth exploration of the various instrument
families, exploring how they work, what they are made of, how to differentiate them, and how each
instrument in each family sounds! As part of this unit which we began in January, we are exploring the
concept of timbre, the quality of a sound that lets us distinguish between different sounds, and we will
continue to explore this concept through practicing the use of adjectives to creatively describe the sounds
that we hear. We will also watch a Reading Rainbow episode about jazz and improvisation in honor of
Black History Month.

3rd, 5th

In 3rd and 5th grade, we will be continuing our work with recorders. We will do this through continuing to
learn songs such as hot cross buns, as well as through practicing echo games and other activities. As
part of learning the recorders we have begun to learn about the treble staff and the musical alphabet, and
this will continue to be a core part of our recorder curriculum. We will also watch a Reading Rainbow
episode about jazz and improvisation in honor of Black History Month.

6th, 7th, 8th
In 6th, 7th, and 8th grade music we are in the middle of a unit on the history of American music from the
20s through the 50s, which is culminating in an in-depth study of the history of Rock and Roll. In doing so,
we will be exploring the many ways in which Black music influenced the many American styles that are
popular today and have been popular throughout the last 100 years. After we are finished with this unit,
we will do a survey exploring other notable styles of music that have been pioneered and originated by
black musicians, such as hip-hop, funk, and the blues.


